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We are a loving Catholic community in Macclesfield, assisted by prayer and the  
sacraments, living Godôs Word, proclaiming it to others, and serving those in need. 

In an age marked by rapid change, uncertainty, and 

spiritual searching, the message of Our Lady of Fatima 

continues to resonate deeply with modern Roman 

Catholics. First appearing to three shepherd children in 

Fatima, Portugal, in 1917, the Virgin Maryôs message 

was one of prayer, repentance, and peaceðtimeless 

themes that remain all too relevant today. 

For many, Our Lady of Fatima is more than a historical 

apparition; she is a spiritual mother who calls the faith-

ful to a deeper relationship with God. Her emphasis on 

the Rosary as a powerful tool for personal and global 

transformation encourages us to return to contempla-

tive prayer in a world dominated by distraction.  

Fatimaôs call to penance and conversion also speaks to 

modern Catholics navigating moral complexities and 

societal pressures. Her message reminds the faithful 

that personal holiness and communal responsibility go 

hand in hand. In a culture that all too often prioritises 

individualism, Our Ladyôs appeal for sacrifice and repa-

ration for the sins of the world invites us to live with 

greater compassion and accountability. 

The prophetic elements of the Fatima apparitions ð

particularly the vision of hell, the call for the consecration 

of Russia, and the prediction of future trials ð are inter-

preted by many as a call to vigilance and hope. Rather 

than inciting fear, these messages are seen as a divine 

invitation to trust in Godôs mercy and to actively partici-

pate in the healing of the world through prayer, care for 

creation and simple acts of kindness to one another.  

Ultimately, Our Lady of Fatima offers us a path of light 

through the shadows of contemporary life. We can all 

rekindle our devotion to Our Lady of Fatima by joining 

our special Mass on 13 October, see weekly newsletter 

for details. Her message is not confined to the past ð it 

is a living call to faith, hope, and love in a world that so 

desperately needs all three. 
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HEALING  

SERVICE SUNDAY 5 OCTOBER 2025 

Our monthly healing service is  
usually first Sunday of the month 

after the 6:30pm Mass 

St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) 

Help us to help those in need.  
Donate. Volunteer. Pray.  

DO YOU, OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW, 

NEED OUR HELP? 

Then contact Jean on 07881 895540 

Need Bereavement Support? 
It takes every person in the Parish family to support 
those who have lost a loved one. At St Albanôs we 
have a small but dedicated group of people offering 
the hand (and ear) of an unconditional friend.  

Call anytime: 07395 420436 

First Saturday Devotion 

Sat 6 4 Oct & 1 Nov 2025 

Join our Holy Rosary at 10:30am,  

Consecration Prayer and  

Reparation to the  

Immaculate Heart of Mary,  

followed by Adoration of the 

blessed Sacrament and  

Confessions at 11am with  

Holy Mass at 12 noon. 

St Albanôs Parish  
Rosary for Peace  

Every Wednesday  

at 5:30pm in Church 

Pope Leoôs Prayer Intention 
                 Oct 2025  

For collaboration between 

different religious traditions 

Let us pray that believers in 

different religious traditions 

might work together to defend 

and promote peace, justice, 

and human fraternity.  

Octoberôs  

Book Review 

 The Story of  

Our Lady  

of Fatima 

By Andrew Gauthier 

This is a captivating narrative 

that traces the extraordinary 

events of 1917 in the quiet 

village of Fatima, Portugal.  

It delves into the mystical encounters between 

three shepherd children, Lucia, Francisco, and 

Jacinta, and the luminous presence of the Virgin 

Mary. Through vivid storytelling, it unravels the 

series of apparitions, unveiling the messages, se-

crets, and miracles that marked this historic event. 

You are taken on a spiritual journey, exploring the 

impact of Our Lady's messages on prayer, repent-

ance, and devotion.  

The book weaves together the historical context, 

the lives of the children, and the transformative 

power of faith, inviting us to reflect on the enduring 

significance of Fatima in the Catholic tradition. 

"The Story of Our Lady of Fatima" is not merely a 

historical account; it's a compelling exploration of 

the spiritual and supernatural dimensions of faith. 

This book offers readers a chance to delve into the 

heart of the Fatima messages, inspiring contem-

plation on the enduring relevance of Our Lady's 

call to prayer, penance, and devotion to the  

Immaculate Heart.  
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Fr Paschalôs  
parting words  

On 31st August 2025 we said goodbye to Fr Paschal 

as he quite rightly was ear-marked for promotion to 

his own parish on the Wirral. Everyone who came to 

his Mass of thanksgiving enjoyed themselves. The 

Mass has been recorded, but unfortunately it ran on 

longer than the recording time and so Fr Paschalôs 

parting words to us were partially missed.  

He has kindly let us have a copy of his speech which 

is wonderful to read even if you heard it live!  

Fr Paschal said: My dear Brothers and Sisters, 

As I stand before you today, my heart is fullðwith 

gratitude, with memories, and with deep affection. For 

more than twelve years, we have journeyed together 

in faith, in fellowship, and in service. We have cele-

brated joys, mourned losses, and grown stronger as a 

community rooted in love and grace. 

It has been one of the greatest privileges of my life to 

walk alongside you St Albanôs Catholic Community/

family ð to share in your stories, to pray with you, and 

to witness the quiet miracles of everyday faith. You 

have welcomed me not just into your (our) parish, but 

into your lives. And for that, I am profoundly thankful. 

Though the time has come for me to step away, 

please know that I carry each of you with me in my 

heart. The laughter, the tears, the hymns sung with 

conviction, the quiet moments of reflectionðthey have 

shaped me in ways I will never forget. 

This is not goodbye, but a blessing on the next chap-

terðfor you and for me. May you continue to be a 

light in this community, steadfast in your compassion 

and bold in your faith. And may Godôs peace go with 

us all. Please I continue to ask for your prayers  

because without prayers I cannot function well in my 

new parish. Also, I ask for your continued full support 

for Fr Tomasz in the good work he, Deacon Gyorgy 

and team are doing for us. 

Besides, I might have stepped on some peopleôs toes. 

I wish to extend my sincere apologies to anyone I may 

have offended during my time serving in the Parish. 

Itôs a mistake of the mind and not of the heart. My  

intention throughout my missionary work has always 

been to share compassion, faith, and understanding. 

However, I recognise that during this journey, my words 

or actions may not have always reflected that spirit.  

If I have caused hurt or discomfort, I deeply regret it. I 

am committed to learning from these moments and 

growing in humility and grace. And those who have 

offended me, I have forgiven and forgotten. Thank 

you for your patience, and for allowing me to be part 

of this community this number of years. 

Lastly, a very big THANK YOU for your gifts!!! 

With love and gratitude, 

Paschal 
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We have had so many and varied events and activi-

ties taking place since 1st September, here are 

some of the things you could have joined in 

withéééé. 

World Day of Prayer for Creation Prayer Service 

is where it all started on 1st September in the  

orchard next to the Leisure Centre and after the  

service there was a visit to the wild habitats behind 

the Leisure Centre created by Macc Wild. 

Tessa shared ñWe enjoyed a very informative and 

creative evening at St Michael's church on Tuesday 

2nd September which was well attended. During the 

demonstration we were shown many inventive and 

clever ways of flower arranging without the use of 

"oasis foam" which is environmentally harmful and 

no longer used by many florists in churches, flower 

shows, etc. 

The florists used all sorts of containers and devices 

along with seasonal and garden flowers. It was a 

very energetic process and the result was to make 

less formal but very beautiful and striking arrange-

ments. It was a very inspiring evening. 

Creation Canteen 

Over 30 people enjoyed an amazing shared table 

which included produce grown in Macclesfield and 

surplus food from local supermarkets. 

Did you miss the Season of Creation?  

Hopefully you got to see the displays in church on 

the Rood Screen or in the Calming Corner created 

by our talented Tessa Albanese, Jane Cole and lots 

of our younger members.  

St. Albanôs Church Displays 

Sustainable Church 

Flowers Demonstration 

https://maccwildnetwork.org.uk/
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Bible Study  

Small groups have been meeting in the Hospice 

Chapel with Marion Tugwood, the Chaplain, to 

learn, reflect, discuss and pray 

about our role as Christians to 

care for creation. 

Creation Walks 

There were a range of prayer walks between 

churches in North East Cheshire, with a visit to St. 

Albanôs on 19th September. More details on these 

walks is available on pages 8 and 9. 

Prayer Labyrinth 

The creative team and gardener at Holy Trinity 

Church Hurdsfield designed and mowed an amaz-

ing labyrinth in their wild flower meadow.  

Family Cycle Ride 

Patty tells uséòOur bike ride for this yearôs Season 

of Creation was true to form ï the rain started literal-

ly as we were setting off!  But were we daunted? We

-ellé Actually no!  The massive claps of thunder as 

we reached Nelson Pit did give us pause but we 

sheltered in the Visitor Centre for our picnic (how 

British!!) And, in a very redemptive and somehow 

symbolic way (Fr Tomasz would express it so much 

better than me), the rain cleared up as we rode 

home and the sun finally came out!  And it was  

altogether splendidò. 
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St. Albanôs Parish Centre was the venue for Richard Baker 

a Climate Change UK Ambassador to educate us on the development and use of 

the Climate Change UK Scorecards which rate all English councils on their posi-

tion and action to address climate change. We were pleased to hear how Cheshire 

East Council are performing well in some areas but that there is a lot more to be 

done in many others. We were also pleased to be joined by the Cheshire East 

Council Climate Change Champion along with other councillors and officers work-

ing in the Carbon Team. 

River Bollin Clean Up 

A robust team braved the weather to cut, bundle and 

weave willows through the pouring rain to strengthen 

the banks of the River Bollin. 

Harvest Mass at St. Albanôs 

The children gave us excellent feedback on their 

Little Church discussion including some  

recommended recipes. 

Big Trees and Mini-Beasts 

An energetic event for  

families with young children to 

spend time exploring nature in 

one of the local parks had 75 

people from 30 families join-

ing in. 

Then there are events that took place in the last 

week of the Season and after the Newsletter 

deadline, including Sacred Circle Dancing and a 

Brilliant Bees Talk 

How is your Council Tackling Climate Change 
and what can you do to help?  

https://councilclimatescorecards.uk/
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If you would like to 

know more, join the 

review meeting at the 

start of November or 

the planning group for 

2026 please contact 

Bernadette Bailey at 

justiceandpeace-

macc@gmail.com. 

Salford Hope in Creation Pilgrimage 

Jerome Johnston and Bernadette Bailey joined 

members of the Salford Diocese and Columbans 

to walk 9 miles from the Laudato Si Centre in 

Wardley to the Salford Cathedral to celebrate the 

Jubilee Year as pilgrims of hope for the care of 

Creation. About 25 people, including a number of 

Columban priests who had serviced in countries 

such as Peru, the Philippians, Japan and seen di-

rectly the impact of climate change on the lives of 

those living there. The group walked through ur-

ban areas, woodland, parks and along canals and 

we were joined on the way by students from three 

schools. During the pilgrimage we stopped to pray 

about the wonder of Godôs creation, destruction 

man has brought and hope for the future. We were 

welcomed by Holy Cross and St James Churches 

for comfort breaks and pray and explored our per-

sonal experience of climate change and actions to 

with student chaplains from St. Patrickôs R.C. High 

School. 

Prayer Service to celebrate the whole Season 

and the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi  

Every day throughout the Season of Creation we 

have social media posts on Facebook and Insta-

gram and this one seems a fitting end to this article 

and to make us think how can we build ñPeace 

with Creationò in our lives every day. If you are 

still stuck for ideas have see the article on page 14. 

https://laudatosicentre.org.uk/
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On Saturday 13 September, a group of 13 

walkers set off from St Peterôs Church, 

Prestbury to walk to St Johnôs Church, 

Adlington. The weather was kind and rain held off 

until the afternoon, and we all loved the varied, 

mostly traffic free route, as we followed a footpath 

across fields and Tytherington golf course initially, 

and then walked on quiet roads to join the Middle-

wood Way by the bridge over the Silk Road. After 

Bollington we switched to the canal towpath which 

we followed to Adlington. We had a few stops en 

route when we enjoyed readings from the Psalms 

on the theme of Creation and, when we reached the 

church at Adlington, we sat in the sunshine enjoying 

delicious home-made cakes and barista coffees - 

well deserved after 5.5 miles! The caf® at the church 

in Adlington is open every Saturday in the summer 

months and is highly recommended for refreshments! 

St Albanôs were represented by Brigid and Mach 

who submitted his own ñpaws for thoughtò:  

We met at St Peters Church in Prestbury - and got 

together with a lovely group of 

people. They were all so kind 

to me along the walk. I love 

being out and about and sniff-

ing in nature! It was good that 

the humans stopped a few 

times and said psalms about 

nature, it made them happy 

and gave me lots more time to 

smell things. 

We went across Tytherington golf course and up to 

the Middlewood, then along to the canal at 

Holehouse Lane. I always love walking on the canal, 

lots of ducks and other critters to pretend to chase! 

We ended up at a cafe in Adlington called St Johns. 

My human and the other humans had lovely cakes 

and tea. The cafe area was outside and the humans 

had cleverly put up umbrellas to stop apples falling 

on their heads, There was nothing for me so I of 

course milked that for all it was worth, and got lots of 

strokes and cuddles from the humans. 

Also on Saturday 13 September, I took the bus 

to Holy Trinity, Hurdsfield where a group of five 

of us representing different parishes set off for what 

was initially billed as a 6mile walk. During the week 

preceding week however, there was a notification that 

it was actually 8.9milesé. More of this later. The sun 

shone, the wind gusted and we began with a prayer & 

reflection on various man-made impacts on the 

environment as we walked the Holy Trinity, Labyrinth. 

(Thereôs a photo elsewhere in the Season of Creation 

review by Bernadette Bailey.) We set off uphill and 

wove our way through side roads to emerge on the 

canal which we followed to the spiral bridge on Clarke 

Lane where we diverted to Middlewood Way to St 

Gregoryôs Bollington. If 

like me you have never 

been to St Gregôs it is 

worth a visit to see the 

beautiful mosaic reredos 

and altar.  

ƃ 

 

There were three of them, and all blessed with fine sunny weather! 

ǃ 

There was a prayer in the church and after that, 

some of the humans said I was so well behaved 

and a perfect dog. (Fortunately, my human didnôt 

split on me and tell them about hole digging in the 

back garden!) 

But I felt so happy on the walk, I felt loved, cared 

for and safe. All natures critters should have a 

chance to feel like that. Thank you for caring about 

the beautiful world we all share. 

Luv from Mach and his human Brigid x 

Ps it was a walk of about 6 miles, I was very glad 

to get home and get my feet, (I mean paws really), 

up for a rest! 
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Friday 19 September was an evening walk 

from St Johnôs, Earlsway. Bernadette Bailey, 

Josephine McGhee with Wiston and I joined 

others outside and after a prayer we set off to our 

own St Albanôs, where we were welcomed by Fr  

Tomasz who showed us the calming corner itôs mar-

vellously creation-

themed decoration 

by the children, the 

banner and the im-

pactful streamers 

and banner on the 

rood screen. From 

here we walked to St 

Peterôs to visit the 

Lastly, the Laudato Si Pilgrimage from Ward-

ley Hall to Salford Temporary Cathedral, a 

walk of 9 miles extended by walks between 

stations home and Wardley Hall. Thereôs more 

about this in Bernadette Baileyôs review of the  

Season of Creation. However, a group of about 25 

walked the whole distance and we were joined by 

groups from different schools for sections of the 

walk. I was surprised by the woodland we were able 

to access, reclaimed railway lines and canal side 

paths all accessible from nearby industrial and  

urban areas. There was jubilation as we posed for a 

photograph clambering onto the giant SALFOD sign 

in front of the University before finishing at the Ca-

thedral where Bishop 

John said Mass to con-

clude our Pilgrimage of 

Hope. 

The next Parish 
Ramble will be on 
Sunday 19 October. 
Details sooné 

 

From here we walked on to St Christopherôs, Pott 

Shrigley where we used wind fallen leaves, twigs 

and other findings to create our own prayerful 

image which we watched blow away as we prayed 

ï itself a powerful image of the transient nature of 

life. Much welcome tea was provided by volunteers 

here who showed us the gargoyle of the Cheshire 

Cat from Alice in Wonderland. On and upward to 

Holy Trinity, Rainow. During this section Rev 

Simon, led the way to his church. We passed 

behind Savio House and admired the ridge where 

White Nancy glowed in the sunshine. Arriving at 

Holy Trinity, Rainow we were greeted by 

welcomers with tea sandwiches, cakes and fruit. 

Our Creation task here was to explore where 

different commodities were sourced. The airmiles 

of some things we take for granted are huge! The 

final leg between the Holy Trinity churches was 

along the B5470, however, it was suggested ï not 

by me ï that we take a ñshort cutò. It was a lovely 

path was expansive views over Macclesfield and 

the Cheshire plain, but it increased our walk by 

another 3miles! 

Ƽ 

garden. After a refreshing cuppa and biscuits, Matt 

from Scoop and Scales led us in a reflection in 

church. It was dark now and we thought it was  

safer to continue our journey rather than visit the 

community allotment. Our next calling point was 

the Methodist Chapel on Westminster Road for a 

short stop for reflection before our final station at 

the chapel in East Cheshire Hospice. Weôd walked 

along Victoria Road, now in darkness but for street 

lamps and turned in down the path through the 

grassed area at the rear. We had a very quiet,  

reflective and prayerful time her, led by Marion 

Tugwood the Chaplain. From here it was back 

through the Pavilions and across Chester Road to 

return to St Johnôs. 

ņ 
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A Prayer in Parliament  
Danny Kruger, until recently was the Conservative Member of Parliament for East Wiltshire, since making this 
speech in July 2025, he has ócrossed the floorô to represent his constituents from the Reform party. Some edits have 
been made due to lack of space, however, we reprint this 
transcript from Hansard with Mr Krugerôs permission.  
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What is it? It's a basic 

introduction to Bible  

reading, designed to  

nurture an interest and 

love of regular Bible 

reading. The course 

lasts for 8 weeks and 

each session will start 

at 7.45pm on a 

Wednesday evening, ending at 9.15pm. 

Each session is delivered using a well-made video 

and through informal group discussion. It's inter-

esting, informative, and interactive. There is an 

accompanying book for the course, at Ã9.99 (the 

Parish will assist if price is a problem). There are 

additional online resources for each session if you 

want to delve more deeply. Participants will be en-

couraged to read a short passage of scripture daily 

between sessions. 

Why not come along on Wednesday 8th to see 

what it's all about and whether it's what you're 

looking for? All you need is to sign up, bring your-

self, a copy of the Bible (if you have one), and a 

desire to know more. 

To give us a rough idea of who is coming, please 

leave your name, tel number, and email ad-

dress  on the sign up sheet in the Church porch. 

Or tel or text Helen on 07972 694834, or 

email helen.lindars@btinternet.com 

The St Albanõs  

Bible Course  

starts on  

Wednesday  

8th October  

in the  

Parish  

Centre 

¯í ďŨŸČ ÷Ũīň×īé ƄŠ 
ňíďãŨĕĀĖø ŎŨĻƲ 
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After a downpour of biblical proportions the previous 

day, the sun truly shone on the righteous as over 60 

old friends dropped by to say hello to Fr Peter in his 

new home in Sandbach! It was a joyous occasion, 

greatly enjoyed by everyone, Fr Peter in particular. 

He was very touched that so many people came 

and was so pleased to receive messages from well-

wishers who were unable to make it. 

Not just a meeting of old friends but Fr Peter was so 

happy to see people introducing themselves to each 

other for the first time; the joys and sometimes set-

backs of having such a large parish. 

We are pleased to report that Fr Peter has settled 

well but it will be no great surprise to you that he is 

still as busy as ever. Retirement? Well, sort of. He 

certainly doesnôt miss the telephone ringing at mid-

night for a call-out but is still very active pastorally 

and supporting the Diocese. At least he has time to 

start growing vegetables and the chance to visit old 

friends and travel. 

Final word from Fr Peter : 

Thanks to everyone for their presence as well as 

their presents and cards, lovely house warming 

gifts; I will do my best to keep all the plants thriving 

but they will definitely be loved. 

Love and prayer 

Peter 

!ů ƟúƸ ŔŹŪĭƠ ǔŗƸŔ Yƣ »ĭƸĭƣ 


